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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

. NO period for reply is specified above the ™»™^ to become ABANDONED (35 U S.C. § 133). 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)|_ Responsive to communication® filed on ?3 December 2002 . 
2a)_ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3d Since this application is in condition for allowa ,nce ? 5 ?of m° ' 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 4M u.v*. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) _] Claim(s) 7-16 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) _ Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) _ Claim(s) Z_6 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a) D accepted or b)D objected to by the B-** 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a). 

1 DD The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)_ approved b)_ disapproved by the Exam.ner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) _ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 3 ) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this Nationa. Stage 

aDDlication from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
* See the attached dSled Office action for a. istofthecertifiedcop.es not receded. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. » 1 19(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional appHcation has been rece^ 

15) _ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 

Attachment(s) ^ i ntervje w Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

1) Q Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) _ Notjce of | nforma , Pate nt Application (PTO-1 52) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Rev.ew (PTO-948) * LJ 

3) □ information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) P aper No(s) 6) U Other. 
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Application/Control Number: 10/037,089 
Art Unit: 2832 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.8.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 



use or on 
States. 



sale in this country, more than one year prior t 



Claims 7 - 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Kenmmochi [US 6,084,190]. 

Kenmmochi discloses a key switch [Figures 1-12] having: 

a key top [2] made of a thermoplastic resin [Column 4, line 50]; 
an extruding part [1 a] made of a thermoplastic elastomer; 
the key top and the extruding part are integrated in one body 
[Column 2, lines17-20]; 

a plurality of the key switches are integrated by means of a 
bridging member [1c] made of a thermoplastic material; and 
a decorative layer formed on the surface of the key top [5], 

Claim 15 recites "extruded part and said bridging member integrated with said 
key tops by injection molding", this is a method step recitation in an article claim, and 
method step recitation in the article claim does not carry any patentable weight. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on 12/23/02 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Each argument will be discussed in detail below: 

Applicant argues that the reference failed to teach a U-shaped bridging member. 
Figures 4a, 6, 8a and 8b, and 9a and 9b clearly showing a U-shaped bridging member 
1c. Furthermore, according to Kenmochi the bridging-member could have any shape as 
long as it is possible to support a key top [Column 4, line 36-41]. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 

policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marina Fishman whose telephone number is 703-305- 
1665. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5 M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Elvin Enad can be reached on (703) 308-1782. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7722 for 
regular communications and 703-308-7724 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
1920. 

Marina Fishman 
January 31 , 2003 




